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BUT, WHO WAS
THE FATHER
OF
RICHARD WELLS?






THOMAS (AT WELL) ATTE WELLE
living in Willesborough, Kent, England in 1452
died 1487, Willesborough, Kent, England

I
JOHN (ATTE WELLE) ATWELL
born after 1465, Willesborough, Kent, England
died 1536, Willesborough, Kent, England

I

ROBERT (ATWELL) WELLS
born before 1519, Willesborough, Kent, England
died 1559, Willesborough, Kent, England

I
JOHN WELLS
born before 1541, Willesborough, Kent, England
died 1573, Willesborough, Kent, England

I
ROBERT WELLS
christened 1570, Willesborough. Kent, England
died 1636, Badlesmere, Kent, England

I
RICHARD WELLS
christened 1618, Boughton Aluph, Kent, England
died before 1662, Westmoreland County, Virginia

I
ZOROBABEL WELLS
born about 1646, Northumberland County, Virginia
died 1696, Talbot County, Maryland

I
RICHARD WELLS
born 1677, Talbot County, Maryland
died 1754, Queen Anne’s County, Maryland

|
RICHARD WELLS
born about 1708-15, Queen A

nne’s County, Maryland

V

RICHARD WELLS GEORGE WELLS
born about 1736, Queen Anne’s County, Maryland born 1743, Queen Anne’s County, MD
died 1779, South Carolina died 1780, Augusta, Georgia
|
RICHARD WELLS

born 1760, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
Died 1838, Floyd County, Kentucky
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Mystery of the Month - June 1997

Who was the father of Richard Wells b: 11 Feb 17607

Richard Wells b: Cir 1708; d: 1767 (will proved 20 May 1767); m: 1) 12 Aug 1735 Mary Holliday (d: 1745-1748) at St. Luke's parish 1n Queen Anne Co., Maryland. In a land transfer from his father in 1743
Richard Wells, Jr. was called "Planter”. By 1748, after the death of his wife, he listed himself as a "practitioner of physic” having become a medical doctor following in his great-grandfather's footsteps (Dr.
Humphrey Davenport).

Richard moved to Dover, Kent Co., Delaware after his wife's death where he bought property on 13 Aug 1747 and married 2) 28 Jul 1748 in Dover Lydia Alford (d: 1783, dav of Thomas and Mary Alford). While
he apparently lived in Dover he spent considerable time 1n Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Daughter Rebecca married and settled there and sonsGeorge and Humphreyalso both lived there.

Richard's will left his entire estate to a Catherine Buckmaster and her four children who all had the surname Buckmaster but the middle name of Wells. The relationship, if any, between Dr. Richard Wells and
Catherine Buckmaster is unknown.

No provision was made for any of Richard's legitimate children nor his wife Lydia.
Richard Wells and Mary Holliday had:

1. Sarah Wells b: 07 Jun 1736; d: 16 Sep 1738

2. Humphrey Wells b: Cir 1737 A Dr. Humphrey Wells appears on Chestnut Street in Philadelphia in 1759 and 1760. He disappears by 1767. {Whether Dr. Humphrey Wells had any children will be discussed
shortly. }

3. Rebecca Wells b: Cir 1739; m: Charles Coxe

4. George Wells b: 3 Mar 1743/4 Maryland

5. Richard Wells (birth date vnknown)

George Wells 15 a very cunous study. About the time his father died Dr. George Wells appeared in the records of Chowan County, North Carelina where he married Marion Boyd (daughter of William Boyd).
George Wells wrote a will on 03 May 1767 naming his wife, his brother Richard Wells and his younger brother "by my father's side, Thomas Wells". If one stopped here they could conclude that George died about
1767.

However, the will of his father-in-law written 18 Feb 1775 states "in case my davghter Marion should die before her husband George Wells..." and ".. during the absence of her husband Geo Wells...". In a further
codicil dated 04 Feb 1780 William Boyd mentions his daughter "wife of George Wells" several times and states of the property left to her "...shall not be subject to the iterference, intermedling order or control of
the said George Wells, her husband, in any manner..." Professional analysis of the handwriting in the will of George Wells of Chowan County in 1767 and records of Dr. George Wells of Augusta, Georgia have
shown them to be the same man!

George Wells became a physician studying under his father. Dr. George Wells appeared in Augusta. Georgia by 1771 where he was granted 50 acres in St. George's Parish. By 1774 he had acquired over 1,000 acres.
Why he left his wife behind in Chowan County is unknown. George led a colorful political life in Georgia finally being appointed Governor on 05 Feb 1780. A short lived career as he was killed in a duel with Major
James Jackson [Note: some accounts incorrectly show a General Abram Jackson] on 15 Feb 1780 in Augusta, Georgia.

Some records indicate that Dr. George Wells married a miss Jones in Georzia and land records indicate that the Jones family managed to get it's hands on most if not all of George's property after he died.
George and Jones are credited with supposedly having had one son whe died young. More on George Wells later.

Dr. Richard Wells and Lydia Alford may have had two children:






All the other accounts of “our” Richard Wells include his
father’s name as Richard Wells
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Marcus L. K. Wells. In the ancestral and individual records of Mr. Wells
are to be found many points of special historical interest, as touching
both Kentucky and the nation, and he is now one of the venerable and
honored citizens of his native county, — a man whose character and
service make him particularly worthy of a tribute of honor in this history
of Kentucky. Mr. Wells, who is now living virtually retired at Paintsville,
judicial center of Johnson County, had the distinction of representing this
county as probably the youngest soldier in the Union ranks in the Civil
war, and he is pronounced today "the youngest-looking veteran of the
Civil war to be found in the State of Kentucky." Mr. Wells, who is more
familiarly known to his wide circle of friends by his third personal name.

King, was born on the old homestead farm of his father, near the mouth of
Daniels Creek and near the present post office hamlet of Odds, Johnson County,
on the 5th of December, 1848. He is a son of Dr. William Green Wells and Mary
(Butcher) Wells. Doctor Wells was a son of Richard and Susannah
(Hutchinson) Wells. Richard Wells was born in the City of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, February 11, 1760, and was young when he accompanied other

members of the family to Georg#erwhence he went fo atriot soldier in
the war of the Revolution{ His father, Richard Wells, Sr.).. became a
pioneer settler in Pennsylvania. | ichard, Sr., was a

physician and was killed in a duel with Gen. Abram Jackson in Georgia.

--- Charles Kerr, “History of Kentucky,” Volume Four, The American
Historical Society, Chicago, 1922, Page 438.



»A letter frorf§ Rev. ML.T. Burris, )the husband of Agnes Aletha Spears, the
granddaughter-of-Richard—Wells “III,” dated March 18, 1888. The letter
was written to his daughter, Sarah Agnes Burris Black:

“The father of your mothers mother was the old pioneer Richard Wells who came to
Kentucky from old Virginia after the Revolutionary War was concluded He was a soldier
who fought against the indians and witnessed the surrender of Cornwallis He was a great
farmer and hunter and is said to have killed the last of the bears on Greasy creek He was
a kind and gentle man who raised a large family His children and grandchildren are some
of the most prosperous farmers and business men on the Big Sandy Richard accepted
Jesus Christ as his lord and savior late in life and adhered to the Baptist faith several of
his sons and grand sons becoming preachgrs—of spgl old Richard was an orphan

» never knowing his father who also wag Richard Wells am told that his mother was
named Mildred Bookmasters (Buckmaster? e spoleclittle of her Your grandmother
never did name any children for her since she abandoned her father at a young age
Richard had a brother Humfrey who settled in North Carolina and a brother
named George. They were split up among relations as boys and never got together for
the rest of his life Richard Wells died fifty years ago this day A story told by (his son)
George relates that the day before Richard died he saw a glowing light across the bottom
on the far hillside and was convinced that the death angel was showing him the place

where he was to be buried The very next morning Richard went to be with the lord and
they buried his earthly remains where the angel had showed him.”







The Revolutionary  War
pension application of “our”
Richard Wells includes an
account of his relationship
with his uncle Dr. George
Wells.




“This 20th day of February 1834 personally appeared ...
Richard Wells a resident in the county of Floyd and State
of Kentucky aged seventy four years who being first duly
sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of
Congress passed June 7th 1832. That he entered the service
of the United States ... in January 1779 ... under the
following named officers and served as herein stated. That
he was born in the State of Pennsylvania in the City of
Philadelphia on the 11th day of Feby 1760. he removed to
Augusta 1in Georgia with Dr. Wells his uncle who was a
Surgeon in the Army and was Kkilled after the Revolution by
Gen Jackson in a duel.... In the year of 1780 he moved to

Washington County Virginia and there remained.”
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Will of GEORGE WELLS
Chowan County, NC Will Book A, page 172, written 3 May
1767, proved 20 September 1784

“] give and bequeath to my Brother RICHARD WELLS my
Silver hilted Sword and Tomahawk -------

I give and bequeath unto my younger brother, by

Father’s side, Thomas Wells (*), all my Medicinal Books or what-
ever Books that’s belonging to me that treats on

Surgery or Medicine------- »

(*) Thomas Wells was born after 1749 in Dover, Delaware, and
was just 11 years old or younger when “our” Richard was born.



BUT, WHERE DID “OUR” RICHARD’S FATHER GO? WE KNOW
THAT SOMEHOW 4“QUR” RICHARD WELLS ENDED UP IN
GEORGIA WITH HIS UNCLE GEORGE WELLS, BUT WE DON’T
KNOW WHY. THERE ARE AT LEAST SIX DIFFERENT VERSIONS
OF THE STORY THAT HAVE BEEN PRESERVED BY RICHARD’S
DESCENDANTS. WHAT REALLY HAPPENED TO RICHARD
WELLS, THE FATHER OF “OUR” RICHARD WELLS? CLEARLY,
SOMETHING HAPPENED TO HIM. HE DID NOT JUST VANISH

INTO THIN AIR!



FACTS WE KNOW:

1) “Our” RICHARD WELLS, son of RICHARD WELLS, was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, on February 11, 1760.

2) Will of WILLIAM PAXTON, City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, written March 18, 1764,
proved May 2, 1765. Left property to his sister JANE PAXTON and his brother James Paxton.
Executer: CHARLES COXE (Richard’s brother-in-law). Codicil written March 30, 1764,
witnessed by RICHARD WELLS, the father of “our” Richard Wells, “Philadelphia Will Book
N”, page 281.

3) RICHARD WELLS, the father of “our” RICHARD WELLS, remained in Philadelphia
where he was a witness to the will of JANE PAXTON in 1768, along with his half-brother
THOMAS WELLS and brother-in-law CHARLES COXE: Will of JANE PAXTON,
Philadelphia City, signed May 2, 1768. Left property to her mother Mary and her brother
James Paxton. Executer: CHARLES COXE. Witnesses: RICHARD WELLS, the father of
“our” Richard Wells, & his half-brother THOMAS WELLS. Proved November 30, 1772. “Will
Books N, O, Abstracts of Philadelphia Wills, 1763-1784,” Collections of the Genealogical Society
of Pennsylvania, Volume 4, Philadelphia, PA, 1893, page 1798.

4) The will was probated on November 30, 1772, at which time Thomas Cadwalander stated
that “RICHARD WELLS and THOMAS WELLS the other two witnesses to the said will [are]
now absent out of this province.”



CALM

SURPRISE IS
COMING







There were four men named RICHARD WELLS who lived in Philadelphia during the
1750s, 1760s and 1770s who could have been the father of our RICHARD WELLS:

RICHARD WELLS, a native of England and a Quaker, married Rachel Hill, and was a wealthy
merchant in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, until his death in 1801. Richard and Rachel Wells had
a son named Richard Wells who was born on 10 June 1760, but died ten days later on 20
June 1760.

RICHARD WELLS, a river pilot, lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, during the 1770s. He was a
river pilot at least from September 1775 until his death in February 1777. He married a
woman named Jane and had a son named Richard Wells who was born on 3 May 1761 in
Philadelphia who became a mariner by 1781.

RICHARD WELLS married Martha Currey at Swedes’ Church in Philadelphia on 15 August
1770 and christened a son Henry Wells at Christ Church on 21 February 1773. He was too
young to have been the father of “our” Richard Wells.

RICHARD WELLS, a “SEA CAPTAIN,” was identified in Revolutionary War naval records as the
captain of several American merchant and military ships at least from 8 May 1777 through
1779. He was identified in 1777 as a resident of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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There were four men named RICHARD WELLS who lived in Philadelphia during the
1750s, 1760s and 1770s who could have been the father of our RICHARD WELLS:

RICHARD WELLS, a native of England and a Quaker, married Rachel Hill, and was a wealthy
merchant in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, until his death in 1801. Richard and Rachel Wells had
a son named Richard Wells who was born on 10 June 1760, but died ten days later on 20
June 1760.

RICHARD WELLS, a river pilot, lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, during the 1770s. He was a
river pilot at least from September 1775 until his death in February 1777. He married a
woman named Jane and had a son named Richard Wells who was born on 3 May 1761 in
Philadelphia who became a mariner by 1781.

RICHARD WELLS married Martha Currey at Swedes’ Church in Philadelphia on 15 August
1770 and christened a son Henry Wells at Christ Church on 21 February 1773. He was too
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captain of several American merchant and military ships at least from 8 May 1777 through
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There were four men named RICHARD WELLS who lived in Philadelphia during the
1750s, 1760s and 1770s who could have been RICHARD WELLS “lIl,” the father of
RICHARD WELLS 1V:

RICHARD WELLS, a native of England and a Quaker, married Rachel Hill, and was a wealthy
merchant in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, until his death in 1801. Richard and Rachel Wells had
a son named Richard Wells who was born on 10 June 1760, but died ten days later on 20
June 1760.

RICHARD WELLS, a river pilot, lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, during the 1770s. He was a
river pilot at least from September 1775 until his death in February 1777. He married a
woman named Jane and had a son named Richard Wells who was born on 3 May 1761 in
Philadelphia who became a mariner by 1781.

RICHARD WELLS married Martha Currey at Swedes’ Church in Philadelphia on 15 August
1770 and christened a son Henry Wells at Christ Church on 21 February 1773. He was too
young to have been the father of “our” Richard Wells.

RICHARD WELLS, a “SEA CAPTAIN,” was identified in Revolutionary War naval records as the
captain of several American merchant and military ships at least from 8 May 1777 through
1779. He was identified in 1777 as a resident of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



A SEA CAPTAIN???









WELLS, KEEL, MARYHEW, HARDENBROOK, ANGELO, FINNEY, GRANGER,
STEVENS, YORK, CUNNINGHAM, BENSON, BATES, LINDSRUM, ROUSH,
MILLHOUSE, COULTER, BOUTNOTT, FULLER

Wells, John P.

One of the well-known and influential citizens of the locality of which this history treats is
John P. Wells, a man who has met with encouraging success all along life’s rugged road
because he has worked for it along legitimate lines and has dealt honestly with his fellow
men. He was bomn in Warren County, New Jersey, January 27, 1844, but the major part of
his life has been spent in the Middle West. When four years of age, in 1648, his parents
brought him to Bureau County, lllinois, where they remained until 1856, when they removed
to Indian Creek Township, Story County, lowa, where he has continued fo reside. He is the
son of Charles Wells, who was bom in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, spent most of his
life engaged in farming in lllincis and lowa and died in Story County in 1880.

a5 bom in New York City, and the
P mother of the subject was

: 1 was-sTratve of Warren County, New Jersey.
Her deaﬂ‘n m:currecl in Stﬂrg.r Cnun’q,.' |'D'|.I'|.fE! in 1890. The Wells family consisted of ten
children, five of whom are still living. They were named as follows: Andrew J. is deceased;
Mrs. Angeline H. Keel is deceased, as is also Harvey F.; Mrs. Mary Matilda Maryhew is
living in Nebraska; Joseph G. is living in Macowell, lowa; John P, of this sketch; Mrs. Adeline
Hardenbrook lives in Maxwell, lowa; George 5. is deceased; Mrs. Minerva Angelo lives in
Oklahoma; a son died in infancy.

—"Past and Present of Jasper County lowa,” B. F. Bowden & Company, Indianapolis,
Indiana, 1912, page 1235.



JOHN WESLEY HILLMAN

My father was John Hillman who was born in Montgomery county Va. in 1799 the son of
William Hillman and Peggy Cooksey. His grandfather was a soldier and patriot in the
Maryland army in the War for American Independence. The family settled in what is today
Scott county in the year 1800 on the same land in the Dungannon community where my father
di Y carly adherent of the Methodist church. He united in Christian
marriage to Betsy Wells in 1824 at}the old Kilgore fort house. The ceremony was performed
well known methodi rriister Rev. Robert Kilgore. He raised all 14 of his children as
methodists. My father sent five of his seven sons to fight for the confederacy during the late
war even though he did not believe that one man should own another. The colored people of
our section of Virginia found him to be an honest and fair man to all men. My father owned a
large farm of about 700 acres on which he had a large apple orchard and operated a large
brandy still. In addition to being a farmer my father was a first rate carpenter, wheelwright,
and cabinet maker. It is said that he made over 700 spinning wheels of exceptional quality.
People came from as far away as Richmond and Knoxville to purchase his wheels. My mother
was a gentle and refined woman and was loved and honored by all who knew her. Her father

was Richard 0 was a soldier and patriot in the Virginia army in the American
independen®& Her grandfather was a sea captain who lost his life during the war J®er father
and most of their famtyremened to Kentucky where their childrenstH-+ve. My mother saw

her family only on rare occasions and often pined for them. My mother died in 1885 and is
buried next to my father just below their old home place.

(An excerpt from the recollections of Rev. John Wesley Hillman, M.E. Church South, January
15, 1905 at Nickelsville, Va. in the possession of Belva Marshall Counts, Coeburn, Va.)




“.. WAS A SEA CAPTAIN.”

“.. A SEA CAPTAIN WHO LOST HIS LIFE
DURING THE (REVOLUTIONARY) WAR.”



NAVAL DOCUMENTS OF

The American Revolution

VOLUME 9
AMERICAN THEATRE: June 1, 1777-July 31, 1777
EUROPEAN THEATRE: June 1, 1777-Sept. 30, 1777

AMERICAN THEATRE: Aug. 1, 1777-Sept. 30, 1777

WILLIAM JAMES MORGAN, Editor

With a Foreword by
PRESIDENT RONALD BEAGAN

And an Introduction by
REAR ADMIRAL JOHN D. H. KANE, JR., USN {Ret.)
Director of Naval History



MAY 8, 1777

On Tuesday la€ Capt. Richard Wells)as Prize Master, brought into
safe Port, the Scooner Im , Tamaica, taken on the 8th of May,
by the Privateer Sloop St. Louis, of Georgia, commanded by Captain Samuel
Spencer.

Capt. Wells put into the Havana on the fith Instant, where he met with
a most hospitable Reception, and was readily supplied with every Thing he
wanted. Captain [Woolman] Sutton in a Letter of Marque Brig, belonging
to Philadelphia, put into the same Port, on the 7th, and Captain Spencer
on the 8th, who both met with the like reception and treatment.

The Day Capt. Wells came in, about 9 in the Morning, he saw two
Ships and a Scooner, about 5 Leagues S.E. of this Bar, standing off, who did
not offer to chace, but are likely to be the same that drove ashore and burnt
the Mississippi Brig, mentioned in our last, near Stono. - The Brig was
the Union, Capt. Bell, from Mississippi, Jaden with Barrel Staves, bound
for Ireland, and had been taken on the 5th Instant, by the Letter of Marque
Brig Lively, of Philadelphia, commanded by Capt. W. Sutton.



PROCEEDINGS OF JAMAICA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

House of Assembly
Wednesday the 19 Day of November 1777
M* Martin from the Committee appointed to Enquire and report to the house
what Protection hath been given to the Commerce of this Island and how the Coast
hath been Guarded by his Majestys Squadron on this Station reported as follows.

(’3

MB belonging to Messicurs Watt and Allardyes One Hogshead of Corn marked AL
belonging to Messicurs Dick and Milligan One hogshead of Corn marked IR be-
longing to James Robertson Seventeen Keggs of Pease and Beans and two Boxes
marked RM consigned to Messieurs John and James Allen and two Boxes marked
ELC belonging to M* Edward Cairns at Lennox a negroe Boy named York belonging
to George Munro Six Teirces of Corn belonging to John Littlejohn and Seven Tons
of Fustic and Lignum Vita and some Kegs of Brandy belonging to this Deponent and
this Deponent further saith that on the Day following the Capture of this Deponents
Vessell a Brig from the Bay of Honduras Charles Anderson Master belonging to Liv-
erpool was also taken by the said Privateer off Saint Anns Bay and the next morning
a Long Boat was also taken by the said Privateer off Dry Harbour

Sworn before me John Charlton

this 31 October 1777

W= Elphinston[”]

30 April 1777



American Sloop
“St. Louis” 1777



PROCEEDINGS OF JaMAICA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

House of Assembly
Wednesday the 19 Day of November 1777
M* Martin from the Committee appointed to Enquire and report to the house
what Protection hath been given to the Commerce of this Island and how the Coast
hath been Guarded by his Majestys Squadron on this Station reported as follows.

< >

30 April 1777



Collections of the Georgia Historical Society, Vol. Xl, Georgia Historical Society,
Savannah, GA, 1955, Lilla Hawes, editor, page 14:

“Capt. Spencer [Samuel Spencer] out of Sunbury [Georgia] in a

Privateer called the Bullahoe made a number of successful cruises
& fought some smart actions.”

“Samuel Spencer Died in Sunbury in Georgia July 5th A.D. 1786 in the 36 year of his age”

Spencer Family Bible, The New Testament, printer John Archdeacon,
Cambridge, England, 1769, page one reverse, in the possession of Tracy St.
Claire, email: tracy@stclaire.org




.............
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“Clocks & watches made and repaired in Sunbury at the shortest notice by
Richard Wells. N.B. Orders from the country will be carefully attended to.”

“Georgia Gazette,” Savannah, Georgia, 23 August 1775, page 3, column 2, Microfilm
Drawer 21, Box 75, Georgia Department of Archives and History, Morrow, GA.



DecraraTiON OF Don RAFAEL JosE DE LA Luz!?

: Havana l14th of June 1777.
Don Rafael José¢ de la Luz, Captain in the Royal Army and Military
Adjutant of Havanna.

I Certify that on the 7th and 8th of this month four American privateers
anchored in the harbor of this Port in need of Water, Firewood, Bread, and

other supplies. The first was the brigaptsreTively,” CaptomeJ¥oolman
Sutton, the second the schooner Indusing,* Captain Richard Wells, t)e third
the sloop La Fabrique, Captain Louis ux, and the fo e sloop

St. Lows, Captain Samuel Spencer, all of which set sail the following day for
their destination, Philadelphia. The Governor and Captain General of this
Island * and the Commanding Officer of our Squadron have concurred in
this action, taking the precautions ordered by the Intendent of the Army
and Royal Treasury to ensure the Suppression of Smuggling. The Captains
of the said four ships have expressed their deep gratitude to the Governor
and Captain General for the prompt assistance that was provided.

Rafael de la Luz




A sea captain, ship's captain, captain, or master ...

IS a high-grade licensed mariner who holds ultimate
command and responsibility of a merchant or military
vessel. The captain is responsible for the safe and
efficient operation of the ship and its people and cargo,
including its seaworthiness, safety and security, cargo
operations, navigation, crew management, and legal
compliance. The official military rank can be that of any
officer from ensign to admiral, but as the senior officer of
a vessel he is referred to as the “captain” of the ship.

--- Wikipedia



DecraraTiON OF Don RAFAEL JosE DE LA Luz!?

: Havana l14th of June 1777.
Don Rafael José¢ de la Luz, Captain in the Royal Army and Military

Adjutant of Havanna.
I Certify that on the 7th and 8th of this mon# four American privateers )

anchored in the harbor of this Port in need of WalrrsEirewood, Bre

other supplies. The first was the brigaptsreTively,” CaptomeJ¥oolman
Sutton, the second the schooner Indusing,* Captain Richard Wells, t)e third
the sloop La Fabrique, Captain Louis ux, and the fo e sloop

St. Lows, Captain Samuel Spencer, all of which set sail the following day for
their destination, Philadelphia. The Governor and Captain General of this
Island * and the Commanding Officer of our Squadron have concurred in
this action, taking the precautions ordered by the Intendent of the Army
and Royal Treasury to ensure the Suppression of Smuggling. The Captains
of the said four ships have expressed their deep gratitude to the Governor
and Captain General for the prompt assistance that was provided.

Rafael de la Luz




Privateer




Privateers were essentially pirates with official
government protection in order to pursue less
than legal goals in wealth, dominance and
control of the seas. Being a privateer was only
legal in relation to the countries for which one
had papers. (RICHARD WELLS was a “legal’
privateer in the employ of the American
Revolutionary government, but was viewed as an
illegal pirate by the British Crown.)

---- Wikipedia
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RICHARD WELLS, PRIVATEER

(1736-1779)
I
RICHARD WELLS
(1760-1838)
I
SIMON PETER WELLS
(1810-1884)

I
COMMODORE PERRY WELLS
(1849-1909)

I
RICHARD MACK WELLS
(1877-1956)

I
WALTER EVERETT WELLS
(1905-1970)

I
BETTY SUE WELLS
(1934-2016)
Married
JOHN CHRISTOPHER DEPP
I

JOHNNY DEPP









RICHARD WELLS, PRIVATEER

(1736-1779)
|
RICHARD WELLS
(1760-1838)
|
WILLIAM GREEN WELLS
(1818-1887)
|
WILLIAM ALLEN WELLS
(1844-1913)
|
JOHN LINZIE WELLS
(1887-1969)
|
CHESTER EARL WELLS
(1915-1953)
|
CHESTER EARL WELLS, JR.
(1935-1998)

|
JEFFREY EARL WELLS

I
JOSHUA RYAN WELLS, BUCCANEER



“Buccaneers” were privateers peculiar to the Caribbean
Sea during the 17th and 18th centuries.
--- Wikipedia
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REAL AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY PRIVATEERS



CALICO JACK’S PIRATE FLAG

BLACKBEARD’S PIRATE FLAG






Comparative List of American Armed Vessels: Years1776 -1782

AMERICAN PRIVATEER FLAGS
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American Privateers (Pirates) captured some
2,200 British vessels by war’s end and made up

the vast majority of American ships that fought
In the Revolutionary War.



Gazette of the State of South-Carolirg Monpay, June 23, 1777

Charles-Town, junﬁ 23.

By a Gentleman just arrived here, who was in Jamaica the 27th of last
Month, we learn, that the Continental Sloop of War Hornet, was carried
in there (not into Antigua) the 9th, by the Porcupine Sloop of War (lately
Capt. Johnson's, purchased at Curacoa) mounting 20 Iron and 2 Brass
Cannon, commanded by the Hon. Capt. Cadogan - that the Porcupine had
5 Men killed in the Engagement — and that Capt. Nicholson and his Crew
were confined, in Irons, on board Admiral Gayton's Ship. — That every
Vessel which the Men of War carried into Jamaica, even Bermudians in
Ballast, and Frenchmen, were, under some Pretence or other, condemned
and sold there. — And that a large and rich Fleet, was certainly to sail from
thence for Great-Britain, by the 15th Instant, under Convoy of the King's
armed ‘?llup Kent of 36 Guns and 160 Men, Capt. ]meph Tathwell, and the

% On Tuesday
safe Port, the Scoowg
by the Privateer Sloop In
Spencer.

Capt. Wells put into the Havana on the 6th Instant, where he met with
a most hospitable Reception, and was readily supplied with every Thing he
wanted. Captain [Woolman] Sutton in a Letter of Marque Brig, belonging
to Philadelphia, put into the same Port, on the Tth, and Captain Spencer
on the 8th, who both met with the like reception and treatment.

The Day Capt. Wells came in, about 9 in the Morning, he saw two
Ships and a Scooner, about 5 Leagues S.E. of this Bar, standing off, who did
not offer to chace, but are likely to be the same that drove ashore and burnt
the Mississippi Brig. mentioned in our last, near Stono. — The Brig was
the U'nion, Capt. Bell, from Mississippi, laden with Barrel Staves, bound
for Ireland, and had been taken on the 5th Instant, by the Letter of Marque
Brig Lively, of Philadelphia, commanded by Ca pt. W. Suteomn.

(* 17 June 1777)

ught into
dth of May,
aptain Samuel
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A British account of a raid by the S.S. Comet in 1777:

On 2 November 1777, following orders from the Commissioners of
the South Carolina Ng stadll_(James) Pyne and the 16-
gun brig Comet ge [ &y compliment of 85
I ' early December,

from Montego Bay oL e 8 publlshed Iater in a
London newspaper reports, “By Capt Jacks, who arrived a few
days ago from the Grand Caimanas (Caymans), we are informed,
that the crew of the Comet privateer, James Pine (Pyne),
Commander, belonging to Charles-Town (Charleston), landed on
the west end of that Island the 14th of December (1777), and
plundered the inhabitants, both men, women, and children, of all
their cloaths and furniture, not leaving them so much as a plate,
knife, or fork, &c. Killed their live stock of all kinds; carried off two
Negroes, four puncheons of rum, three casks of wine, some barrels
of flour, cordage, block, &c.”
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A British account of a raid by the S.S. Comet in 1777:

Just eight days after Pyne’s raid on the British island, on 22
December 1777 the South Carolina Navy brig Comet
encountered and fought the HM frigate Daphne of 20-guns
under the command of Captain St. John Chinnery. The
engagement took place near the Isle of Pines off the west
end of Cu Qe-Corret-was taptured-erd-herQfficers and
2N were |n|t|ally carried into Pensacola, FL from whe
Captaln Pyne and Lieut. Wells were sent to New York as

Orrselers. The crew was distributed among several uees
In the Royal Navy.




17 a OF. 2q. Bycdie Darung. Schooner Frwuy,
(Prizs) _ii'l:hm Delano Malter, [sho Af en Owner,
fromy Dartmouth te Hif, anielz, tak.n off tlifpa-
Ei_ﬁlﬂ, fent to Jamsica, laden with Lumber and

1 i

Dec. 22, By Dutve.  Soow Cemer, (Prize) [James
Pyne Mafter, The Congrefs Owners, fi.m outh
Caroling on a Craize, taken off Grand Camanes,
fent o New York —Avmed for Wer,



CAPTURE OF THE COMET BY THE HMS DAPHNE



BRITISH PRISON SHIP
NEW YORK HARBOR



NEW YORK HARBOR

PRISON
SHIPS



INSIDE A BRITISH PRISON SHIP IN NEW YORK CITY



“60 to 70 percent of all
prison ship captives died in
custody.”

- “Forgotten Patriots: The Untold Story of
American Prisoners During the Revolutionary War”
by Edward G. Burrows















South Carolina Brigantine “Hornet”
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HMS PRINCE OF WALES verses USS HORNET March 1779



“Im April 1779, Captain James Pyne was
unlucky enough to run afoul of Captain
Chinnery and the British frigate Daphne
again off of Charleston, eluding capture
himself by escaping to shore in the ship’s
longboat. The balance of Hornet’s
compliment of eighty officers [including
Lieutenant Richard Wells] and men were
well treated and carried Into Savannah
where they were paroled and landed on
South Carolina soil.”

--- Joe Ross, “James Pyne, Lieutenant, The
History and People of the Continental Navy,” 2 May
2015, www.continentalnavy.com/archives/2015/james-
pyne-lieutenant/



DEATH NOTICES FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA
AND AMERICAN GENERAL GAZETTE, AND ITS
CONTINUATION THE ROYAL GAZETTE!

May 1766-June 1782

Deaths.] In the 78th year of his age, James Reid, Esq.—Mrs.
Elizabeth Broughton, wife of Mr. Thomas Broughton, jun.—Mrs
Elizabeth Martha Wells, wife of Mr. Edgar Wells. (Thursday,
February 18, 1779.)

Deaths.] At Beaufort, Mr. Tunes Tebout; He was ever a
steady friend to his country; and in private life bore the character
of a man of integrity and hospitality.—Mr. George Russel, of
James- Island shnp-ca:pentcr ~—Mr. ijley,at the Ten Mile House.

~ infuss. (Friday,

26, 1779.)

Death.] Of a short illness, Mr. — Wells, late first Lieutenant
of the State brig Hornet. (Friday April 30, 1779.)




A LOST AMERICAN HERO
HAS BEEN FOUND!

CAPTAIN RICHARD WELLS







IN MEMORY OF

RICHARD

WELLS

1 LIEUT

PRIVATEER SERVICE
SC NAVY
REVOLUTIONARY WAR

1736
1779



ASHLEY BUTCHER CEMETERY






Download this Powerpoint: the narrative of
Captain Richard Wells and errata from the
Wells history book


http://www.wellsancestry.com/

OUR NEW
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