
“Researching your family tree
is a project that is never finished.
There will always be one more
person, one more branch of the
family to discover.”

--- Brian Lawson,
The Isle of Man Family History
Society



RICHARD WELLS, OUR ANCESTOR





BUT, WHO WAS 
THE FATHER 

OF 
RICHARD WELLS? 





THOMAS (AT WELL) ATTE WELLE 
living in Willesborough, Kent, England  in 1452
died 1487, Willesborough, Kent, England

|
JOHN (ATTE WELLE) ATWELL
born after 1465, Willesborough, Kent, England
died 1536, Willesborough, Kent, England

|
ROBERT (ATWELL) WELLS
born before 1519, Willesborough, Kent, England
died 1559, Willesborough, Kent, England

|
JOHN WELLS
born before 1541, Willesborough, Kent, England
died 1573, Willesborough, Kent, England

|
ROBERT WELLS
christened 1570, Willesborough. Kent, England
died 1636, Badlesmere, Kent, England

|
RICHARD WELLS
christened 1618, Boughton Aluph, Kent, England
died before 1662, Westmoreland County, Virginia

|
ZOROBABEL WELLS
born about 1646, Northumberland County, Virginia
died 1696, Talbot County, Maryland

|
RICHARD WELLS
born 1677, Talbot County, Maryland
died 1754, Queen Anne’s County, Maryland

|
RICHARD WELLS
born about 1708-15, Queen Anne’s County, Maryland
died 1767, Kent County, Delaware

|___________________________________________
| |

RICHARD WELLS GEORGE WELLS
born about 1736, Queen Anne’s County, Maryland born 1743, Queen Anne’s County, MD
died 1779, South Carolina died 1780, Augusta, Georgia

|
RICHARD WELLS SUSANNAH HUTCHISON
born 1760, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
Died 1838, Floyd County, Kentucky, Pennsylvania
died 1838, Floyd County, Kentucky







All the other accounts of “our” Richard Wells include his 

father’s name as Richard Wells





Marcus L. K. Wells. In the ancestral and individual records of Mr. Wells
are to be found many points of special historical interest, as touching
both Kentucky and the nation, and he is now one of the venerable and
honored citizens of his native county, — a man whose character and
service make him particularly worthy of a tribute of honor in this history
of Kentucky. Mr. Wells, who is now living virtually retired at Paintsville,
judicial center of Johnson County, had the distinction of representing this
county as probably the youngest soldier in the Union ranks in the Civil
war, and he is pronounced today "the youngest-looking veteran of the
Civil war to be found in the State of Kentucky." Mr. Wells, who is more
familiarly known to his wide circle of friends by his third personal name.
King, was born on the old homestead farm of his father, near the mouth of
Daniels Creek and near the present post office hamlet of Odds, Johnson County,
on the 5th of December, 1848. He is a son of Dr. William Green Wells and Mary
(Butcher) Wells. Doctor Wells was a son of Richard and Susannah
(Hutchinson) Wells. Richard Wells was born in the City of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, February 11, 1760, and was young when he accompanied other
members of the family to Georgia, whence he went forth as a patriot soldier in
the war of the Revolution. His father, Richard Wells, Sr. … became a
pioneer settler in Pennsylvania. George Wells, a brother of Richard, Sr., was a
physician and was killed in a duel with Gen. Abram Jackson in Georgia.

--- Charles Kerr, “History of Kentucky,” Volume Four, The American
Historical Society, Chicago, 1922, Page 438. 



A letter from Rev. M.T. Burris, the husband of Agnes Aletha Spears, the
granddaughter of Richard Wells “III,” dated March 18, 1888. The letter
was written to his daughter, Sarah Agnes Burris Black:

“The father of your mothers mother was the old pioneer Richard Wells who came to
Kentucky from old Virginia after the Revolutionary War was concluded He was a soldier
who fought against the indians and witnessed the surrender of Cornwallis He was a great
farmer and hunter and is said to have killed the last of the bears on Greasy creek He was
a kind and gentle man who raised a large family His children and grandchildren are some
of the most prosperous farmers and business men on the Big Sandy Richard accepted
Jesus Christ as his lord and savior late in life and adhered to the Baptist faith several of
his sons and grand sons becoming preachers of the gospel old Richard was an orphan
never knowing his father who also was Richard Wells I am told that his mother was
named Mildred Bookmasters (Buckmaster?) He spoke little of her Your grandmother
never did name any children for her since she abandoned her father at a young age
Richard had a brother Humfrey who settled in North Carolina and a brother
named George. They were split up among relations as boys and never got together for
the rest of his life Richard Wells died fifty years ago this day A story told by (his son)
George relates that the day before Richard died he saw a glowing light across the bottom
on the far hillside and was convinced that the death angel was showing him the place
where he was to be buried The very next morning Richard went to be with the lord and
they buried his earthly remains where the angel had showed him.”





The Revolutionary War

pension application of “our”

Richard Wells includes an

account of his relationship

with his uncle Dr. George

Wells.



“This 20th day of February 1834 personally appeared …
Richard Wells a resident in the county of Floyd and State
of Kentucky aged seventy four years who being first duly
sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of
Congress passed June 7th 1832. That he entered the service
of the United States … in January 1779 … under the
following named officers and served as herein stated. That
he was born in the State of Pennsylvania in the City of
Philadelphia on the 11th day of Feby 1760. he removed to
Augusta in Georgia with Dr. Wells his uncle who was a
Surgeon in the Army and was killed after the Revolution by
Gen Jackson in a duel…. In the year of 1780 he moved to
Washington County Virginia and there remained.” the
commonwealths Justice of the peace for county of
Floyd now sitting Richard Wells a resident in the
county of Floyd and State of Kentucky aged
seventy four years who being first duly sworn









Will of GEORGE WELLS 
Chowan County, NC Will Book A, page 172, written 3 May 

1767, proved 20 September 1784

“I give and bequeath to my Brother RICHARD WELLS my

Silver hilted Sword and Tomahawk -------

I give and bequeath unto my younger brother, by

Father’s side, Thomas Wells (*), all my Medicinal Books or what-

ever Books that’s belonging to me that treats on

Surgery or Medicine-------”

(*) Thomas Wells was born after 1749 in Dover, Delaware, and 

was just 11 years old or younger when “our” Richard was born.



BUT, WHERE DID “OUR” RICHARD’S FATHER GO? WE KNOW

THAT SOMEHOW “OUR” RICHARD WELLS ENDED UP IN

GEORGIA WITH HIS UNCLE GEORGE WELLS, BUT WE DON’T

KNOW WHY. THERE ARE AT LEAST SIX DIFFERENT VERSIONS

OF THE STORY THAT HAVE BEEN PRESERVED BY RICHARD’S

DESCENDANTS. WHAT REALLY HAPPENED TO RICHARD

WELLS, THE FATHER OF “OUR” RICHARD WELLS? CLEARLY,

SOMETHING HAPPENED TO HIM. HE DID NOT JUST VANISH

INTO THIN AIR!



FACTS WE KNOW:

1) “Our” RICHARD WELLS, son of RICHARD WELLS, was born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on February 11, 1760.

2) Will of WILLIAM PAXTON, City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, written March 18, 1764,
proved May 2, 1765. Left property to his sister JANE PAXTON and his brother James Paxton. 
Executer: CHARLES COXE (Richard’s brother-in-law). Codicil written March 30, 1764, 
witnessed by RICHARD WELLS, the father of “our” Richard Wells, “Philadelphia Will Book 
N”, page 281. 

3) RICHARD WELLS, the father of “our” RICHARD WELLS, remained in Philadelphia
where he was a witness to the will of JANE PAXTON in 1768, along with his half-brother
THOMAS WELLS and brother-in-law CHARLES COXE: Will of JANE PAXTON,
Philadelphia City, signed May 2, 1768. Left property to her mother Mary and her brother
James Paxton. Executer: CHARLES COXE. Witnesses: RICHARD WELLS, the father of
“our” Richard Wells, & his half-brother THOMAS WELLS. Proved November 30, 1772. “Will
Books N, O, Abstracts of Philadelphia Wills, 1763-1784,” Collections of the Genealogical Society
of Pennsylvania, Volume 4, Philadelphia, PA, 1893, page 1798..

4) The will was probated on November 30, 1772, at which time Thomas Cadwalander stated 
that “RICHARD WELLS and THOMAS WELLS the other two witnesses to the said will [are] 
now absent out of this province.”







There were four men named RICHARD WELLS who lived in Philadelphia during the

1750s, 1760s and 1770s who could have been the father of our RICHARD WELLS:

RICHARD WELLS, a native of England and a Quaker, married Rachel Hill, and was a wealthy

merchant in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, until his death in 1801. Richard and Rachel Wells had

a son named Richard Wells who was born on 10 June 1760, but died ten days later on 20

June 1760.

RICHARD WELLS, a river pilot, lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, during the 1770s. He was a

river pilot at least from September 1775 until his death in February 1777. He married a

woman named Jane and had a son named Richard Wells who was born on 3 May 1761 in

Philadelphia who became a mariner by 1781.

RICHARD WELLS married Martha Currey at Swedes’ Church in Philadelphia on 15 August

1770 and christened a son Henry Wells at Christ Church on 21 February 1773. He was too

young to have been the father of “our” Richard Wells.

RICHARD WELLS, a “SEA CAPTAIN,” was identified in Revolutionary War naval records as the

captain of several American merchant and military ships at least from 8 May 1777 through

1779. He was identified in 1777 as a resident of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



There were four men named RICHARD WELLS who lived in Philadelphia during the

1750s, 1760s and 1770s who could have been the father of our RICHARD WELLS:

RICHARD WELLS, a native of England and a Quaker, married Rachel Hill, and was a wealthy

merchant in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, until his death in 1801. Richard and Rachel Wells had

a son named Richard Wells who was born on 10 June 1760, but died ten days later on 20

June 1760.

RICHARD WELLS, a river pilot, lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, during the 1770s. He was a

river pilot at least from September 1775 until his death in February 1777. He married a

woman named Jane and had a son named Richard Wells who was born on 3 May 1761 in

Philadelphia who became a mariner by 1781.

RICHARD WELLS married Martha Currey at Swedes’ Church in Philadelphia on 15 August

1770 and christened a son Henry Wells at Christ Church on 21 February 1773. He was too

young to have been the father of “our” Richard Wells.

RICHARD WELLS, a “SEA CAPTAIN,” was identified in Revolutionary War naval records as the

captain of several American merchant and military ships at least from 8 May 1777 through

1779. He was identified in 1777 as a resident of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



There were four men named RICHARD WELLS who lived in Philadelphia during the

1750s, 1760s and 1770s who could have been the father of our RICHARD WELLS:

RICHARD WELLS, a native of England and a Quaker, married Rachel Hill, and was a wealthy

merchant in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, until his death in 1801. Richard and Rachel Wells had

a son named Richard Wells who was born on 10 June 1760, but died ten days later on 20

June 1760.

RICHARD WELLS, a river pilot, lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, during the 1770s. He was a

river pilot at least from September 1775 until his death in February 1777. He married a

woman named Jane and had a son named Richard Wells who was born on 3 May 1761 in

Philadelphia who became a mariner by 1781.

RICHARD WELLS married Martha Currey at Swedes’ Church in Philadelphia on 15 August

1770 and christened a son Henry Wells at Christ Church on 21 February 1773. He was too

young to have been the father of “our” Richard Wells.

RICHARD WELLS, a “SEA CAPTAIN,” was identified in Revolutionary War naval records as the

captain of several American merchant and military ships at least from 8 May 1777 through

1779. He was identified in 1777 as a resident of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



There were four men named RICHARD WELLS who lived in Philadelphia during the

1750s, 1760s and 1770s who could have been RICHARD WELLS “III,” the father of

RICHARD WELLS IV:

RICHARD WELLS, a native of England and a Quaker, married Rachel Hill, and was a wealthy

merchant in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, until his death in 1801. Richard and Rachel Wells had

a son named Richard Wells who was born on 10 June 1760, but died ten days later on 20

June 1760.

RICHARD WELLS, a river pilot, lived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, during the 1770s. He was a

river pilot at least from September 1775 until his death in February 1777. He married a

woman named Jane and had a son named Richard Wells who was born on 3 May 1761 in

Philadelphia who became a mariner by 1781.

RICHARD WELLS married Martha Currey at Swedes’ Church in Philadelphia on 15 August

1770 and christened a son Henry Wells at Christ Church on 21 February 1773. He was too

young to have been the father of “our” Richard Wells.

RICHARD WELLS, a “SEA CAPTAIN,” was identified in Revolutionary War naval records as the

captain of several American merchant and military ships at least from 8 May 1777 through

1779. He was identified in 1777 as a resident of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



A SEA CAPTAIN???





326





 

 

JOHN WESLEY HILLMAN 

My father was John Hillman who was born in Montgomery county Va. in 1799 the son of 
William Hillman and Peggy Cooksey. His grandfather was a soldier and patriot in the 
Maryland army in the War for American Independence. The family settled in what is today 
Scott county in the year 1800 on the same land in the Dungannon community where my father 
died in 1871. My father was an early adherent of the Methodist church. He united in Christian 
marriage to Betsy Wells in 1824 at the old Kilgore fort house. The ceremony was performed 
by the well known methodist minister Rev. Robert Kilgore. He raised all 14 of his children as 
methodists. My father sent five of his seven sons to fight for the confederacy during the late 
war even though he did not believe that one man should own another. The colored people of 
our section of Virginia found him to be an honest and fair man to all men. My father owned a 
large farm of about 700 acres on which he had a large apple orchard and operated a large 
brandy still. In addition to being a farmer my father was a first rate carpenter, wheelwright, 
and cabinet maker. It is said that he made over 700 spinning wheels of exceptional quality. 
People came from as far away as Richmond and Knoxville to purchase his wheels. My mother 
was a gentle and refined woman and was loved and honored by all who knew her. Her father 
was Richard Wells who was a soldier and patriot in the Virginia army in the war for American 
independence. Her grandfather was a sea captain who lost his life during the war. Her father 
and most of their family removed to Kentucky where their children still live. My mother saw 
her family only on rare occasions and often pined for them. My mother died in 1885 and is 
buried next to my father just below their old home place. 

 

(An excerpt from the recollections of Rev. John Wesley Hillman, M.E. Church South, January 
15, 1905 at Nickelsville, Va. in the possession of Belva Marshall Counts, Coeburn, Va.)  

 



“… WAS A SEA CAPTAIN.”

“… A SEA CAPTAIN WHO LOST HIS LIFE 

DURING THE (REVOLUTIONARY) WAR.”





MAY 8, 1777 



30 April 1777



American Sloop

“St. Louis”  1777



30 April 1777



Collections of the Georgia Historical Society, Vol. XI, Georgia Historical Society,

Savannah, GA, 1955, Lilla Hawes, editor, page 14:

“Capt. Spencer [Samuel Spencer] out of Sunbury [Georgia] in a

Privateer called the Bullahoe made a number of successful cruises

& fought some smart actions.”

====================================================================

“Samuel Spencer Died in Sunbury in Georgia July 5th A.D. 1786 in the 36 year of his age”

Spencer Family Bible, The New Testament, printer John Archdeacon,

Cambridge, England, 1769, page one reverse, in the possession of Tracy St.

Claire, email: tracy@stclaire.org







“Clocks & watches made and repaired in Sunbury at the shortest notice by

Richard Wells. N.B. Orders from the country will be carefully attended to.”

===============================================

“Georgia Gazette,” Savannah, Georgia, 23 August 1775, page 3, column 2, Microfilm

Drawer 21, Box 75, Georgia Department of Archives and History, Morrow, GA.





A sea captain, ship's captain, captain, or master …

is a high-grade licensed mariner who holds ultimate
command and responsibility of a merchant or military
vessel. The captain is responsible for the safe and
efficient operation of the ship and its people and cargo,
including its seaworthiness, safety and security, cargo
operations, navigation, crew management, and legal
compliance. The official military rank can be that of any
officer from ensign to admiral, but as the senior officer of
a vessel he is referred to as the “captain” of the ship.

--- Wikipedia





Privateer



Privateers were essentially pirates with official
government protection in order to pursue less
than legal goals in wealth, dominance and
control of the seas. Being a privateer was only
legal in relation to the countries for which one
had papers. (RICHARD WELLS was a “legal”
privateer in the employ of the American
Revolutionary government, but was viewed as an
illegal pirate by the British Crown.)

---- Wikipedia











OUR COUSIN

JOHNNY DEPP





RICHARD WELLS, PRIVATEER
(1736-1779)

|

RICHARD WELLS
(1760-1838)

|

SIMON PETER WELLS
(1810-1884)

|

COMMODORE PERRY WELLS
(1849-1909)

|

RICHARD MACK WELLS
(1877-1956)

|

WALTER EVERETT WELLS
(1905-1970)

|

BETTY SUE WELLS
(1934-2016)

Married
JOHN CHRISTOPHER DEPP

|

JOHNNY DEPP







RICHARD WELLS, PRIVATEER
(1736-1779)

|

RICHARD WELLS
(1760-1838)

|

WILLIAM GREEN WELLS
(1818-1887)

|

WILLIAM ALLEN WELLS
(1844-1913)

|

JOHN LINZIE WELLS
(1887-1969)

|

CHESTER EARL WELLS
(1915-1953)

|

CHESTER EARL WELLS, JR.
(1935-1998)

|

JEFFREY EARL WELLS
|

JOSHUA RYAN WELLS, BUCCANEER



“Buccaneers” were privateers peculiar to the Caribbean
Sea during the 17th and 18th centuries.

--- Wikipedia



THE TRADITION

CONTINUES …



BLACKBEARD

JACK SPARROW



REAL AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY PRIVATEERS



CALICO JACK’S PIRATE FLAG 

BLACKBEARD’S PIRATE FLAG



American Privateer Flag



Comparative List of American Armed Vessels: Years 1776 - 1782

AMERICAN PRIVATEER FLAGS

https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-P0vnjzB9dE0/WRkWU_CUINI/AAAAAAAAQYI/lSf1N0GIFJUsLJtp_H9jrPYosM-NiLn4wCEw/s1600/Chart%2BOne%252C%2BSample%2B2.png.jpg


American Privateers (Pirates) captured some

2,200 British vessels by war’s end and made up

the vast majority of American ships that fought

in the Revolutionary War.



*

(* 17 June 1777)





*

(* 17 June 1777)







BRIGANTINE OF WAR “COMET” 1777



BRIGANTINE OF WAR “COMET” 1777



South Carolina Navy Flag





A British account of a raid by the S.S. Comet in 1777:

On 2 November 1777, following orders from the Commissioners of
the South Carolina Navy Board, Captain (James) Pyne and the 16-
gun brig Comet sailed from Charleston with her compliment of 85
men, including 2nd Lieutenant Richard Wells. By early December,
Pyne and brig Comet were cruising in the Caribbean Sea. A letter
from Montego Bay dated 10 January 1778 published later in a
London newspaper reports, “By Capt. Jacks, who arrived a few
days ago from the Grand Caimanas (Caymans), we are informed,
that the crew of the Comet privateer, James Pine (Pyne),
Commander, belonging to Charles-Town (Charleston), landed on
the west end of that Island the 14th of December (1777), and
plundered the inhabitants, both men, women, and children, of all
their cloaths and furniture, not leaving them so much as a plate,
knife, or fork, &c. killed their live stock of all kinds; carried off two
Negroes, four puncheons of rum, three casks of wine, some barrels
of flour, cordage, block, &c.”



Martinique

Isle of Pines



A British account of a raid by the S.S. Comet in 1777:

Just eight days after Pyne’s raid on the British island, on 22
December 1777 the South Carolina Navy brig Comet
encountered and fought the HM frigate Daphne of 20-guns
under the command of Captain St. John Chinnery. The
engagement took place near the Isle of Pines off the west
end of Cuba. The Comet was captured and her officers and
men were initially carried into Pensacola, FL from whence
Captain Pyne and Lieut. Wells were sent to New York as
prisoners. The crew was distributed among several vessels
in the Royal Navy.





CAPTURE OF THE COMET BY THE HMS DAPHNE 



BRITISH PRISON SHIP 

NEW YORK HARBOR



X  

PRISON

SHIPS

NEW YORK HARBOR



INSIDE A BRITISH PRISON SHIP IN NEW YORK CITY



“50 to 70 percent of all
prison ship captives died in
custody.”

--- “Forgotten Patriots: The Untold Story of
American Prisoners During the Revolutionary War”
by Edward G. Burrows











South Carolina Brigantine “Hornet”







HMS PRINCE OF WALES verses USS HORNET March 1779



“In April 1779, Captain James Pyne was
unlucky enough to run afoul of Captain
Chinnery and the British frigate Daphne
again off of Charleston, eluding capture
himself by escaping to shore in the ship’s
longboat. The balance of Hornet’s
compliment of eighty officers [including
Lieutenant Richard Wells] and men were
well treated and carried into Savannah
where they were paroled and landed on
South Carolina soil.”

--- Joe Ross, “James Pyne, Lieutenant, The

History and People of the Continental Navy,” 2 May
2015, www.continentalnavy.com/archives/2015/james-
pyne-lieutenant/





A LOST AMERICAN HERO
HAS BEEN FOUND!

CAPTAIN RICHARD WELLS





IN MEMORY OF
RICHARD
WELLS

1 LIEUT
PRIVATEER  SERVICE

SC NAVY
REVOLUTIONARY WAR

1736
1779



ASHLEY BUTCHER CEMETERY



www.wellsancestry.com



www.wellsancestry.com
Download this Powerpoint: the narrative of 

Captain Richard Wells and errata from the 

Wells history book

http://www.wellsancestry.com/


OUR NEW 

FAMILY 

MOTTO …






