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As in the
days o f
Caesar
Avgusta when
a decrse was
issued that a
census whould
ke taken of
the entire
Roman world
and everyone
wag to return
to his/her own town to
register, and as Joseph and
Mary went to Bethlehenm so will
the FWells family make their
way across country to Johnson
County, Eentucky on September
1st and 2nd to register as we
have for the last eight yesars
in memory of Richard and
Susanna Hutchinson Wells.
Richard and Susanne Hutechinson
Welils traveled from Scott
County, Virginia around 1818-
1820 to Floyd County, Ky,
woich in 1843 becane Johnson
County the S7th county in the
State of Rentucky.

Fram our President, .,

Richerd and Susanns both are
buried on Rt. 3, Danisls
Creek, Van Lear, Kentucky.
Richard 3igs buried on the
property of Ashley Butcher and
Susanna c¢n the property of
Georgia Richmend Hall, Many
of their descendants still
reside in Jchnsor Ceunty and
the Joining counties.
However, others noved away,
scre as far Wast as California
and South as far a3 Florida.
It is belisved that Wells
Relatives reside in all fifty
States and scme
countrics,

foreign

I'm sure most of ¥ou marked
¥our calsndars as I did and
ars already making plans to be
at the 1888 ANNUAL ¥ELLS
FANILY REUNIOH. The Board
Hembers have already met twice
and are scheduled to mest
again on July 28th. Wa need
your input on how to make the
reunion ths bost ever. There
will be prizes given to the
oldest, the youngest, and the
member traveling the farthest
distance, and the family with

the nost children,

&randchildren, great-
grandchildren present. Start
now  contacting wour family

nembers, you nay be the
winneri!

There have teen some changes
in our Saturday evaning
activities. Due to = conflict
in scheduling of %:he Johnson
Central High School, the
members taking the grave tours
should be on the parking lot
of the Central Elememtary
School adjacsnt to Johnson
Central High School at 4:30
B.R. Refreshments will be
Provided at 7:30 p.m. at the
elementary school and workers
will move to the high school
at 8:15 p.m. to sst up for the
Sunday Reunion. Please wear

and clothes
i¥ you plan to take the grava
tours, The Auxier Cemetary
nesr the Auxier Government
Relaocation Cemetery will be
added te the tour this year.
You may want to have sone
insect repellent handy as
chiggers were very bad last
vesar.



Contzct your close family
members and encourage them to
attend +the reunion. We know
they will have a wonderful
time. Looking forward to
seeing you there. If you have
any gquestions, feel free &oO
call me at (B6083323-4314.
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I want to let each of you know
that Phillip and Wanda Pells,
Co-Editors of our newslettier
are in. need of our prayers.
The First of A&pril Phillip
became ill on the Job and was
taken to the cRergsncy rooR
and found to have cancer of
the stomsch, and cn &pril T7th
he had sgurgery in Lexington.
They removed 0% of hig
gtomach. He isn’t doing very
well and iz presently back in
the hospital. Plecase romember
him in your prayerg and
rememnber WYanda and their
children during this difficult
time. Phillip and Wandz aze
both on our Board and have
faithfully supported the
Association, and we really
miss their not being able to
attend ths Board Keeitings.

Phillip, our prayer 1is that
you will be well and back with
us soon. if you want Lo send
Phillip a cazd his address is
709 Hamilton Av.. Ashland, Ey.
41101.

Mary ¥. Yalton
124 Mt., Savage Dr.
Azhland, Ry £31101

SECRETARY ©8 RERPORT

& Board meeting of the ¥Wells
Family Assceiation was held on
Saturday, May 35, 1880 at the
Highlsnd House Resgtauvrant on
U.sS. 23, in Palintsvillie,
Rentucky.

The =meeting was called to
order at approximately 1:355
p.m. by our President, Hary
Walton.

Sha announced that the
Treasure’'s report would not be
read due to the absence of our
Tressurer, Wanda Wells.

The wminutes of our previcus
eeeting wsre read by the
Seceatary, Tommie Cochran.
There were no additions or
correctionsz and the minutes
ware approved as read.

QLD BUSINESS

Pat ¥Williamg gave a report on
the quilt project and a motion
was made and passed by the
group to have a quilt made for
the 1880 reunion with 1990 and
the lcocation in the center,
the names of Richard and
Suzanne Hutchinson Wells and
their children around it. A
$200 ceiling was placed on the
purchase price of the quilt.
Qur President appointed
Delores Bcoth and Bobby Wells
as 2 committee to help Pat
Williams work out the details
of the aquilt.

Correspondence from Paul
Setser was read by the
President granting us
permission to use the

faciliities at Johnson Central
High School for our 1990



reunion on Septembsr Ist zand
2nd.

Mr. Setser informed us that we
wonld need to hava the
premises insured for the time
we were using the facilities.
Mary ¥alton agresed to check on
insursnce of the faeciliticss.

It was decided that we would
need to clesr thez tables and
do what we can tz return the
cafetsria to order, 3o we will
be charged less for those
gsarvices,

T

James Wells was not present
due te eother ﬁomﬁxtmb kg and
we do not know if he has made
any progress on  ths T-Shirs
prcject. Thisg will b
discussed at the next Boaxrd
meeting.

C‘.. [(FIs

CALENDAR PROAJRECT

Pat YWilliams informed the
Beard that she needed help in
obtaining pictures of the 12
descendents of Richard Halls
(one for each meonth). After
severzal suggestions wers made
the President auctheorized Pat
Williams to go ahead with the
preject at her discretion.

HEMORTAL STONE
There waz a lengthy discm@gi
en  the implsmenting of
‘lemorial Stone projeck.
was agreed thet the Herorial
wWill be glmead =2t the Old Log
Church Cemstery where it is

on
Lhe
it
"

knocwn thau approximatsly
saventy-Tivs Fraves gl
unmarked, I% iz known that

Roseann ¥ells Spears, Susannz
Hutchinzon Yells gpd Mese

Hells and wm: least 15 othmr
Wolls relatives ars buried in
the conetery. Mary Walton
appointed Delnres Booth, Zobby
¥ellz, Habel UWells and Llowve
¥eollz to chesk on sizezm snd

prices go they can bring
informstion %o the next Board
meeting for a deciszon to be
made.

HISTORICAL COMMITTER
Bohby ¥=21ls
n & e d s
information
on the George
E. Yells
line. He
needs to have
informnation
Printed for
resale at the
regunicn. ¥a need 100
2 ¢f 150 pages (75 if
d asing both sides).
Yells ig checking with
grgz in the Johnsen and
County rea and Hary
ton will cheek the Ashland
& to coapere prices.

BoEINATTON COMMITTEE
Manf or d WalZon made 3 motion
that Yirginia BEdgel serve ocut
Wocdraw Allen's tesrm on the
Fosinztion Committee. It was
second and approved by the
group.
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HOSTESS COMMITTEE
The group approved that Wanda
M@lls be allowed to write
checks to purchase needed
papsr products for the 1990
reunion.

HELCOME AND ENTERTAINMENT
COMMITTER
This committee was not
represented at the meeting but
the Board decided that Lyman
Portsy will be in charge of

registering guestis. It was
suggested that He have
gerveral persons %ith carts at
thea zntrance of Johnson
Central School to pick up

cevered dishos so that those
gntering wiil be able to
register with as little



confusion =3 poszible. This
is an attemp® to gt severvons
regiztered. The Committse

3

will work cut the details.

NE¥ _RUSTMESS

Auction:
Ann Porter esxplained a Chinsce
Auction to uvs-~one wishin

bid buys nuabers and olace
bid in a cup in front of the
item they wish to bid on.
Numbsrs nay be placed on one
item or on several--the one
with ths most

item gets the i
explained =2 83
The bidder w
price he is wi
the item sand
front of the i1
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The Auxier Cemetery, located
oen the Jenny Wiley Trail near
the Auxier Reloecation Cemetery
will be added to the tour this
vaar,

The new Board meeting was
scheduled for July 28th at
1:08 z.m. at <the home of
Manford and Hary ¥Walton.

edjourned a8t
approximately 4:00 p.m.

There were a total of 14
members and one guest.
Tommie@ Cochran
TREASURER S REPORT
11-28-8¢ Balzance $1824.18
Receipts +38.00
Disbursements =23
$1824.21
L may appear that we have a
good balance in  our treasure,
but cesignated funds for
Calendar Preject, Memorial
Stone, ete, is $362.032,

lgaving us a balance of
$1,282.21

The cost of printing and
mailing the newsletter will
cost appreximately - $150.00.
{Ag vou know postage went up
and the bulk mail permit went
from $30 te $80 annually).
Cut of the balance above, the
cost Jor  the newsletter will
be taken out plus the cost for

printing the calendar and
printing of the transcript on
tne George E. ¥ells 1line.

There will also be the cost of
purchasing papsr products,
goblets for gifts and having
the guilt m=ade to be deducted



from the above balance.
Hopefully we will have encugh
to cover all thse needsd

expenses until some of the

items can be purchased at the

Reunion.

Thanks for vour continued
support of the Reunion.

Wanda ¥ells
HEHARARTERERRHAER SR TH LI RYER
NOMINATION COMMHITTEERE

The Homination Tommittes is at
work cn behalf of ths Wells
Family Association. We wilil
be looking for persons to
nominate for officers and
committee members for the
1830-30 vear, If vou are
willing to serve or know of
someone that you think would
88rve on any of the positions,
contact one of the members,
The persen for the position
will be contacted and if they
are willing %o gerve their
name will be submittad along
with the slats of nominzted
officers to the associsticn on
September 2, 13898 to be
elected by the group. It 1ig
important that vou contacht one
of us prior to the reunicn.
Thank you for your support and
assistance to the nomination
comnittee.

Nanford Walten, chairperson
Virginia Edgel
Charlez C. ¥ollz

AUCTION

Once again e
are having an

auction at
our zonuzal
reunicn. The

money derived
from the sale
iz to be used
for markers
for graves.

Don"t forget to bring items
for the sale. This year, to
make it more interesting, we
will  Thawve three kinds of
auctionzs. You will enjoy the
traditional-type guction, a
Chinese aucticen and a silent
auction.

Let’s se2 if we ean top the
amount we realized last vear,
$230.0G.

Ann Porter, Chairperson

HISTORICAL COMMITTER

Your Historicsal Committee
thought you may be intersaztsed
in this information snd if you
are & descendent of Andrew
¥ells you may want to contact
Margarst. The fellowing is an
excerpt from a letter written
to rfatti V. Quallich on Dec.
€th, 1989 by Margaret S.
Berrvman:

Dear Patti,

" .1 2m so0 happy to have the
rmation an Richard =zndg
Nzl Wells and now plan to
Kentucky in the spring.
Xnow sxactly where to go
ny early proofs of lineage
for DAR. I never daraed hoped
for as much as vou sent me and
I am very grateful. I am also
very much interested in the
Wells Associztion and do wish
to Join,

B
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by

ending vyou all the

information I have whieh my
mother received in notes
written to her by Corza Wells
Cox vears a&ago...Mother is
living with mes and is 88 years
old Haybe vyou can compare

it with vyour notes and make
any corrections or addiections.
One thing I need 1is a death
cdate feor Walter L. Wells {b 1
Get 1853) as the wills in



Jefferson County, Iowa are
filed in chronological order.

My grandparents, Floyd
Alverson Wells an Ada Virgie
Parrott married in Iowa on 10
Dec 1801 and later moved to
St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin for

2 vyears before coming to
Virginia in 1914, Granddad
worked for the railroad then
and later in the chemical
plants in Hopewell until his
death in 1950. I was too
young to get any information
from him and although Grandma
lived wuntil 1878, she never

talked about her family and I
doubt she knew much about the
Wells...I have visited in Iowa
twice, but only saw the
children and grandchildren of
Grandma’'s sister...

...Hearing from you was a real
pPleasure and I send my best
wishes to you and your family
for a happy holiday season.

Very truly yours,

Margaret S. Berryman
Chestnut Farm
Route 1, Box 217
Surry, Virginia 23883"
The following information was
attached to the zbove letter
and it is furnished to you in
full as follows:

" Richard Wells @ Susannah Hutchinson

fndrew Hells & Folly Fabjey l

Rufus Morgan ¥ells g iary ﬁnnfsroves

mqu.%nsQHMnlwém£MU

Flayd Alverson Kells a Ada Viigie Parrott
!

Bladys Lillian Wells o Josoph Shepherd Berryman
Had the following children:
Joseph Wells Borrysan b 13 Jon 1925

Margaret Sue Berrynan b 3 far (931
Ben R. Barrymen b 11 Aug 1942

be om ™1

uLaj VELLY

&0
Brothers, Ceovge and Wells came to Philadelphia from Susgex,
Englend tm 1755, o

*Umphry Wellie had & Family but George was a single wan ond A& wadical
doctor. YNe toak hig naphaw *ichard Welly to raisa and sducete when
the boy was aight ymars old. They moved ¢ Augusta, Georgla and wvece
succassful in cccumulacing 4 good forcune. Whan *Richard Hells was
aged sizteen his Uncle Caorge was killed In a duel with a Nr. Jackson,
This wagz cupposed to have baen his Gth. duel s ks Bugc have beea a
@an of volatile temper. It i3 said thac #2ichard Wells then vwolunteared
in the Aray ard foughe for thrae years in the Revolutiosary ¥ar, While
e goldier he mep Suvannah Ruetchinsen of Scott County, Virginia amd than
mazrizd har in 1797, They emigrated to Floyd County, Restucky, Later
called Johnson Counzy, Their chiléren vara:

Ellzabeth, Married Hillmao and lived Scort County

George, lived Johnson Counky

*Andrew, moreied Polly Nobvlay

Peter, lived Dopd Counry

Mosas, lived Johnzom Couacy

John, lived Chic

Willim G., lived Johmgoo Councy, died about 1836

Rosg, waceiad S snd lived Jotmson Couaty

Q‘Jﬁ;_p Agnes, marvied (Aurin)acd lived Esat Poinc

Magy, married BICHe: and Lived Welllamspors
{all of the akeva 1m Kencucky)

SArdecy Hollg, com of Richard ond Suvanmah Eugchineor Yalla, corried
Polly Nobley. Their ehildrun were:
Fufus ¥organ, born 20 WHew 1823
Williom
(Rufus Morgan ond William enigraced co Joffersen County, Towa ia
L1347 or é8.}

Will{am Wella, son of Ardrew acd Polly Hoblay Seolls, married Eijvivs
ia 1850, Their childrom were: Lacna, Charles, Didds, Willism, Lenaxd,
end Wax, o furthar informacion on this Lins.

“Rufus Morgen Wolis, borm 20 Hov 1823, pos of Richzrd acd Suvennoh
Hutchingon Wells, marcied Mezy Ans Grovas, born 30 Sapt 1333. They
warried in 1849. Thair children were:
Laura Ann, boem 19 Jun 1836, married Willimm Cante. Childranm:
Tin, Millic, oot Fraoh
Alla Cthelda, bornm 1 Oct 1051, married John Bartmaz. Childrem:
Dafsy, Dick, Earl, Hinnio, Ethel, Giadiz, end twins dying
infancy.
¥ilitan H., bern 7 Dec 1833, marvicd Jeanetts Gillatta on t Jan
1882. Children: Lanoes, Cota, Mary, aed Lester Morgan
Lenore and Mary died. Lester Xorgan never married, Cora
aarried Clauda Cox snd did noe hava childcen.

*denotes direct ling
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The Historical Committee will

have the George E. Wells 1line
ready for you at the reunion,
but remember if you have
corrsctions, pleass send them
to Bobby Wells, or vyour
Secretary who will see that

the rignt person receives the
inforwation. Your Historical
Comgittee is at work. Thanks
for your assistance.

Bobby Wells, Chairperson
John B. Hells
Paula Wells
Patti Voleta Quallich
Charleg C. Wells
Rl R R e o A R PR SRR SRR S
Remeabor Cur SickKeccacsss

I%t is our praysr that esch of
vyou wwill be well and wup and
abnut soon: Addie Wells,
Ivory %ells, Julia Williamson,
Mrg., Millard Plummer, Patty
Livingston, Lillian Wells,
Angaeline Collins, Uncle George
Wells, Carrie Wells, Eyvand
Brown, June Wells Adams, Ruth
Wells and Phillip Wells. May
God bless each of wyou. Geneva
Yolota is back in the hospital
at Euclid General, Euelid,
Ohio.

BIRTHDAYS
H A F P Y
BIRTHDAY te
our over age
30 memnbers;
may God bless

each of you,
you are 227 HAPPY
beazutiful and {MEBWWB?
we  love vou.
Cherlisas H

Uells will be
38 on August
29; Lillian ¥Wells will be 83
on July 2; Carrie Wells, will
be 56 on June 26; George K.
He2lls, will be 102 on August



2 4

23, #kx George 3
known Wellis todew.

If you Lknow

o any  of our
memnbers over 80 vear
se L

g having a
Ao

birthday, plea et us know
so we can inciude them in  our
next newsletter.

BRI FSAEI 8488

A,

Doaths :
The ¥ells Family has
2 great loss but our
be God's gain. Cur
are for the lovs
leave behind.

Rollan WVells, B8 years old,
born Jan 15, 1921, diec o h
10, 1380, =zon of Yalkar id
Hells and Mary Branham iis.
Surviving are his wife, Buth
Bowling Wells, three sons, twe
daughters and one sister

Maxie Ramey, 838 born Har B8,
1802, died Apr 1830, she was
the daughter of the iate Hiram
Brownlow ¥Wells and Cynthia
Collins Wells. ing  are
five son's, C an,
James, H.B., One

daughter, Alkna

Essa Woells,
of Chorles ¥
18, 1808, 4
zhe is survi
and one
Burchwell

o3 L
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928, died March 10, 1330,
qurv1€1ng ara her  hustiand,
Tour daughiers, 8ix brothers
eid one gister. She is  the
daughter of the late Conard
Coliine and Gladie Wells
Collins
Povie Cellins VYanhoose, age
Y€, beorn May 10, 1913, died

Surviving are two scons,
taughter, and one brother.
She was the daughter of David
falbker and Sarah Collins.

b
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Harie Stevens Ccllins, zge 77,
born 2ot 22, 1812, disd July
5, 18¢o She was the wife of
the late Tillman Cellins who
comes down  the Rosanne HWells
Spears  line. Surviving are
two song, Paul V. Cellins and
Clarense {Tony) Collins, one
stepson, Frenk Collins, and
CHO step-daughters, Avera
Sparks and Jean Yount.

m i
irviving are three
childven. He was the grandson
of the late Perry Celling.

born Jan 23,
28, 1888.
wife, Mable,
Bee separate

o

orn 12311,
in Beckley,
are two
rge Jr. and
thel, Inez

George
iam Green
on of the

2



John Webb, 75, bhkorn May 22,
1915 and died May 29, 1990,
son of the late Alex and
Amanda Butcher Webb.
Surviving are his wife,
Loretta Moore Webb; two sons,
John Jr., and Billy Ray HWehbhb,
four daughters, Sidney Clara

Haupert, Dimple Hunt, Diana
King, Gerri Kassees, one
brother, Arbie Webb, two
gisters, Nora Buteher and

Clara Miller.

Malissa Wells Sione, 83 born
Feb 17, 1807, died June 4,
1890. She was the daughter of
the late Isaac Seamore and
Mary Dutton Wells. She was
preceded in death by her
husband Dr. Augustus D. Slone.
Surviving are two sons,
William and James S. Slone and
one sister, Mrs. H. C. (Ellen)
Dutton. Malissa descends from
William Green Wells.

Arbie Webb, age 87, was born
Mar 285, 1903, died June 20,
1880. He was the son of the
late Alex and Amanda Butcher
Webb. Surviving are two
sisters, Nora Butcher and
Clara Miller. Arbie’s brother
was John Webb who died on May
29th.

James Edward Wells of
Hawthorne, Florida was bern
Jan 1, 1818, died Jan 18980,
James is the brother of Bobby
Wells, who is on the Hells”®
Family Board. He was the son
of George and Cora Belle Gable
Wells and descends froenm both
George E. and Moses Wells. He
is survived by hizs wife
Phyllis Fannin Wells and twao
gons, Phillip and David Wells
and a daughter, Linda Swanson.
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KIMBERLY (XI¥) DA¥YN WELLS,
daughter of Dwavne Wells and

8

¥ed ¢%
k3
in RN

Jennie Jennings and JAMES
BRIOK CLEVENGER, son of James
Clevenger and 1Lois Gilleland
Were united in marriage on May
28, 1990 at 2 p.;. at the
Philadelphia Church of Christ,
Van Lear, Ky. Kim is the
Erandaughter of Nevard and
Genene Wells, Danielgs Creek.
She descends from Moses,
George E., William Green, and
Agnes Wells, Auxier.
XXXXX

JEFFERY (JEFF) SPEARS and
MICHELLE MILLER were united in
marriage on April 7, 1990 at 4
P.m. at the First Baptist
Chureh, Ashland, Ky. Jeff is
the son of Lennon and Mary
Nolen Spears, Flatwoods and
descends from both William
Green and Rose Ann Wells
Spears. Michelle is the
daughter of Ted and Carolyn
Miller, Bellefonte.

Congratulations to the newly
weds and may they have many
vears of happiness and
prosperity ahead. We hope to
see both of these couples at
the Wells Family Reunion.
Yelcome to the Wells Family,
Jameas and Michelle.

NEW ARRIVALS

Samuel
Kenneth /A o
Hells, born .}

Aug. 11, 1989

te Henry K. } J
and Lori T
(Leverton) ﬂ1J

Wells in ]
Sacramento, TN :F?
Ca. Samuel s

is the gceventh generation
descendant of Richard and
Susannah Wells.

Welcome to the Edgel Family
the birth of Branden Michael
Edgel, born February 23, 1880.



Braden is the grandson of
Lewis and Virginia Edgel of
Flatwoods, EKy. =

Tara Lynn Rambo, daughter of
Donald Ray and Donna Sue Hells
Rambo, of 1308 Prospect Ave.,
Worthington, Ky. Eraduated
from Raceland High School and

has received the John
Diederich Scholarship. This
Scholarship is given annually
to student "= from Boyd,
Carter, Greenup, Lawrence and
Martin Counties. The

scholarship pays all college-
related cost for students to
go to any school, whether
Harvard or Community College.
The scholarship is granted ¢o
students that exhibit
outstanding promise and
character as identified by
directors of the Diederich
Educational Trust. Tara has
chosen a Kentucky college and
will be attending Eastern
Kentucky University. We are
proud of you, Tara, and %now
you will do well. Tara is the
granddaughter of Ali and Sadie
Collins Wells and she descends
from both George E. Wells and
Roseann Wells Spears.

Rita Collims, of Van Lear hag
been awarded a Child
Develcpment Asscociate {CDA)
credentials in recognition of
cutstanding work with young

children. The credentials
were awarded by the Counecil
for Early Childhood
Professiconal Recognition in
Washington, D, which
represents the Early Childhood
Prefession through its

affiliation with the National
Association fopr the Education
of Young Children. The
candidate must demonstrate
ability to work with families

to develop children s physical
and intellectual capabilities
in a zafe angd healthy learning
environment . Rita is the
daughter-in-law ¢f Carl and
Polly Wells Collins. We are

proud of you Rita.
!I'llllll!lfFI!Ililil!li!lll
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Special Articles
for Your Information

HOODROW ALLEN, born December
23, 1912 at Mallie, Xy. and
died November 28, 1889,
Prestonsburg, Ky. Hoodrow
Served on the Wells Family
Association Board for six
years and never missed 2
meeting during that time. The
Wells Family wiill greatly miss
his leadership. Woodrow was
the son of the late Sam and
Rhoda Revnolds Allen and
attended the one room rural
school at Mallie until he was
eleven years old. He was then
enrolled at the Alice Lloyd
School at Caney Creek.
Woodrow finished the grade
school, high school, and two
years of college at the Alice
Lloyd School. In the year of
1928 Woodrow was cne of the
four mountain vouths of Caney
Lhat traveled to the
university campus as a3 debate
team and were undefeated.

At the age of eighteen Woodrow
Started teaching in a one room
rural school. After receiving
hiis B.S. degree frem
Tusculean, he came back to
Alice Lloyd College as
FRegistrar. He then started
working on his M.A. at the
University of Kentueky during
summer terms. It was here he
mnet Mabel (Spears) Wells. The
summer that Woodrow received
his M.A. and Mabel her A.B.,
they were married at
Lawrenceburg on July 20, 194p.



Woodrow Allen could have left
Eastern Kentucky, but his
heart was there with his
people., He felt that by
working in his beloved Eastern
Kentucky he could make a
difference in the lives of his
people. Woodrow returned to
Floyd County in 1847 and
served as Principal at both
the Prestonsburg Grade School
and Prestonsburg High School.
He retired from the Floyd
County Board of Education as
Supervisor. ]

Woodrow was a member of the
First United Methodist Church,
where he was a former Chairman
of the Administrative Board
and a former Chairman of the
Board of Trustees. He was an
active member of the Kiwannis
Club and served as a past
President.

Woodrow was very interested in
geneplogy. He and Mabel did a
lot of work on the Allen line.
He was interested in the Wells
Family of which his wife,
Mabel, descends. He was more
knowledggable of the Wells
Family than Mabel. The Wells
Family has suffered a great
loss and we will always
remember Woodrow for his
genuine concern and support.
Woodrow will be missed not
only by his wife and sons but
by scores of relatives and
friends. He 1is survived by
his wife, Mabel Wells Allen,
two sons, William Edward
(Bill) Allen of Lexington, and
Woodrow Wells (Woody) Allen of
Overland Park, Kansas, also
three grandsons, Sean
McPhearson Allen of Charlotte,
North Carolina, Daniel Patrick
Allen and Charles David Allen
of Overland Park, Kanssas.

May God bless Mabel and the

family.
you.

Our prayers are for

oKk kKK ok e
WOODRIDGE SPEARS, born Jan 1
Talaaidning  wine E e
Georgetown, Ky. Woodridge
was the son of the late Kelly
and Julia Clark Spears, and
descends from both William
Green Wells and Roseann Hells
Spears. The article below gag

written by Dr. Gwen Curry
(Cranfill) Georgetown
University.

Woodridge and Eve: Two Poets Intertwin

A cam, end is gons. As [ am wril

u:.h,Woodﬁgu:gg llunnlhcaulolali:'tz
cu hill IE.G':or;etownm\elay,mdl
am lluwmduwhashendﬁ&tu ifthedead of
e would speak as Spooa River

WhileWoodridgewasliving on
Gﬂq!ﬂmpﬂnﬂEﬁﬂlWﬂh“ﬁ‘qM“ﬂ
mmtdhggmnmsﬂmﬁmuud&mmnﬂuhnb
repeated his eryptic hrases and puzzied over
them long after !hey!:ven spoken. In his poem
ﬁMmmunOMyHMMywaPHhuH@pqmul
close to his secret of teaching:

And one can do and do and do.

So one and langent is the crew, And one and
tangent what's (o tell

Aivout the only honey well.

A fine-haired child on ppy toes

Ammduﬂmmmdﬁnamuynl

Until so circular the time,

So one and two and two the shyme,

So um truly the about,

And simple then the falling out,

That one can do and do and do,

So one and tangent is the crew.

(River Island, 1963, p.4)

Remembering my own experience in
Woodridge's creative writing class when [ was a
student,  felt then we were tip-loeing around a
secret honey well that Woodridge alone could dip
intoat will. How muchinfluencedid theenigma of
his class have on the direction my life has since
taken?

Woodridge never forgot the names of his stu-
dents as other teachers do at times, He knew his



students—not only their names, but also their
geneologies and their mental 5:ogngrcyk. Six m
alter my graduation, when | came lo
getown College to teach, Woodridge remembered
astory | had writlen for him in that creative writing
class. He asked me about it—but not superficiaily;
he recalled the symbolism | had tried todevelop
it.

Other students have similar memories of the way
Woodridge treasured® their uniqueness and the
way they revered the same quality in him. Every
college needs a Woodridge. It is an essential partof
a student’s education to be directed toward the
horey well, to be at one with a “langent® crew—
with someone who has tasted the secret sweetness
u:dmswho uu'gmundl' = ht with Woodridge, 1

years [ tau w ge,

realized more fully his < I never saw
Woodridge in anything but sult and tie—church-
going dothes. And [ never saw uh:md'wiﬂul':t‘ ll:lhs
courily good manners—even on w

c!a.uh,: Literature held o tribalw!rdamin
Knight Hall 2 in the basement of the John L Hill
Chapel; his students then dressed in biankets and
feathers, and rhythmically beat their drums while
m{vuwndmmwngamnvumnlﬂndm

ho sleals the fire is taken in

By laughter where the |humln.
l::l::l nature o{l?m him then h-ll.l‘m
Bird E::u hmm 2
Creatures

and measures
For now he knows that m
Of the first four, hvlnﬁpml
ur

Many and many is the
Tolumﬂnmmdbnthenmer.

The fiery lncﬁ::\dh his tho::ght -

thing that did not equal nau

T (“Fennel Hill,” Rgnr Island, p5)

Woodridge neverdid “learntheuseand lose the
Wwer': I believe the 'll’le{ny lractlonl: r:!

oodridge’s thought is “sin everywhe

emnovf—lnhls 2 . hiﬂfnt&dents lives, in
the memories of his family lnci !rianc}s. ”

This Christmas we won’t recelve one o
Woodﬂdge‘su:dmhwdﬂuism@—ha{sd-

drawn, hand-lettered, unique. What will Christ-
mas be like without Woodridge’s annual, original,
Yuletide verse? s

I can’t think of Woodridge without thinking of
Eve, a poetof note herself. The two are inextricably
intertwined—In marriage, in name, in interest,
and in spirit. 4

Last January on Eve Spear’s elghty-first birth-
day, | attended a receplion given in her honor at
Nancy Brown's home (o celebrate the publication
of Eve’s latest book of poems. A Cloud of Laurel
(Kentucky Poetry Press, 1988.) The cover of Eve’s
book was designed by Woodridge,

The long, central poem in this collection, “A
Cloud of Laurels” is about a haunting: a ghostly
visitation, mistaken identity, a mountain feud
staried by the murder of the wmn§ brother. The
material of this poem haunted Eve for over halfa
mm?fhs;e Wﬂl\'mn'a "AE gloud of Laurels®
other poems and two of Woodridge's treat-
lnﬁl:le same incident. Hers were previo%:sly pub-
lished in her collection Laure! Creck (Georgetown

College Press, 1972); Woodridge's poems came
from his first collection, The Feudalist (1946.)
Eve says she “revisited” her earlier poems. “A

Cloud of Laurels” opens by ﬂ:oung “Return” and
“Hunted” In their entirety. only changeis that
the ballad form of the first publication has become
two longer stanzas in A of Laurel, The real
diffemwe,however,hinlhuddmon,h'hcoud
of Laurels,” of the narrative voice which personal-
lzuandconnedsl}npuuofmeupeﬁmcg Inthe
firsttwo lines of the third stanza Eveexplains, “My
new name s Eve,” and asks, “How long must ]
wait o lel] thestory?” To explain how long she hag
waited, how long she hasbeen haunted, she wriles,
Sons have beenborn, grown tall, and goneaway,
Paler me the picture in my misror,

dlhou;hae:odbmﬂm still called her Renie,
Twoof ridge’s quoted in “A Cloud
of Laurels,” “Among mrmw and “Wam-
}ng," treat the same incident which started the
eud:

..'ﬂwygotyuurhoﬂuwith&nflulhﬂmsl. :

In the dark, stabbed the wrong one their inteng
And left the right ona for their ’
{p.13)

Eve’s poem tells of the trauma of the murdes and
the loss of both her
that dark night, and the one who fled from his
home to plot revenge.

Evcmn\oumlngwsdoubhiouwhmu
yom;poummlumeﬂngr,'lowm
me, soothed me.? Love told her “To
uunbmm'uﬂdn‘fmuﬂﬂumhdwuld
live again, and laugh.” Woodridge
mwmme:hebmughthumhmwadaugh-
ter, a lifetime of love and joy: He called her bact:
lmm;ﬂdbmndueum'ﬂnhuth/mh

bloom.” Although “A Cloud of Laurels® on one
mu.mmmmmumnh
alsoa about the healing of by love,
= wander through the landscape of
Woodridpge’s and Eve's poams today,

about the loss to the community that the death of

other and with us. [ am struck the beau
poetic landscapein A Clod of Laurel. | of the
womwln'uwﬂnl‘dlhmund‘he‘ugml
bouquets®—but it is not just the hills she sees as
heauufu!,bulmhollowl.lhebim,mpath,h
creeks, the orchards, the streams, the rass, the
l'rmnﬂ§hl, the Belds, the flowers,
land® (*Escape”, p. 25) itself.
M.nbwdm’nsllhhkn?t?lmabouth
trees ca ued ve’s book of poems: syca-
more, e R, oak, willow, pine, and bisch. |
think ve and Woodridge together who would
fomer'lb%uwhlkla{v&m trees/to gather
ondin?

birdsong® (“Signs and ? p. 43). Even if

the rees are cut down as were [n the

“Signs and Wonders,” the spirit remains:

Anhmandrmmsubﬂesprln;.

A grace more

Than this April rain.
{*"Now that He is Dead,” p. 37)

luﬂnkdhdﬁ:mﬂonofllidrm:log

these two spirits drawm together into a

“ma icdlmhuywus:

Subtract

We never co

Nor love divide,

Soweuse -

Times

And

Times again

one who died -~

To lotal up our love~

2 e E ("f:':')r Mis
ears ago w ve and oodridge first cama

to Georgetown I was iy mo i
’I;:Id m:gnbouthuho Scarcely morethana girl, Eve
lizzard, she spent in her father’s spa
where the winter apples were stored under the
bed. [ was enchantad af the time to imagine Eve
and Woodridge together in that room brea thing in
the smell of those apples. I was delighted to find
that memory turned inip art in the poem called

iy T
t after

T hold lnnoﬁlrz
Only the taste

Oi honey.

")

Twant to add a stanza of my own io Eve’s poem
“Jesse, Hollis, and Young Logan® which has writ-
len to commemorale the deaths of Jesse Stuart,

Hollis Summers, and Logan English,
Wooddd;cls,m i
In this ime of nied leaves

Whhhﬂbl&ﬂ‘w t say the trees?
will grace our days with love’s applause?

Wi?llbidulpnmbefonuudukofum‘ ess-
ness? %

mhu:l.uemwb!ﬂ ;

about honey well
.Whoh'hitﬂl:‘yukmduk,
;VWhatnylhh'eu?'

‘codridge, don’tsto speaking to us now; from
ﬁwphaulﬂcﬂuugumhmumnunuem
unt us with your questions.

by Dr. Gwen Curry (Cranfill) '54 She is

ofG.C.'s English Department
and a frequent contributor to Insights.
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4 =pecial congratulations to
Greg Slone who has excelled in
sports in the Johnson County
School System. He has signed
a contract to play college
baseball for Chipeola Community
College in Florida this fall.
He 1is the son of Ronnie and
Dizane Slone Wells of
Paintsville. Greg, we know
you will do well!l!

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

Mary Walton and Gloria Spears
Sallie attended a Wells Family
Reunion on June 3, 1890 at
Armco Park, Ashland, Ky. The
Wells Family members descended
from George Washington Wells,
born in Elliott County, Ky and

Martha Webb Wells of
Webbville, Ky. Mary and
Gloria talked with several
members including Joan

Richardson, 2809 1/2 Carter
Ave., Ashland, Ky 41101 (808)
325-9857. According to Joan,
George Washington Wells had
the following siblings, Labe
Wells, John Wells, Zack Wells,
Frank Wells, and Ida Wells
Shival. Joan is the daughter
of Labe. George ¥Wasington had
a son, Ira Wesley Wells, who
married Lucy Jane Cellins,

Carter county. George
Washington and other family
members are buried in the

Ashland Cemetery.

Joan told Mary and Gloria that
Pat Ferguson, Grayson, Xy and
Pauline Wells are = descendent
from George Wasington Wells.
She said {Coevy) Germaine
Vincent, M=zin Street South,
Ashland has researched the
family line and could 1let us
know if they +tie in with our
Wells line.

Thiz Hallz family has a

striking resemblance to oeur
Wells Family, and also carry
the same names. Another thing
they have in ecommon with our
Wells Family is their love for

.eating and good cooks. Some

of you may know if this group
are the same as our Wells, if
so let us know.

Welcome to Ashland! i

We want to welcome James and
Ann Wells to the Ashland area.
Jdim is the Vice President of
the Wells Family Association,
and served as Pastor of the
Jeafferscnville, Ev., First
Assembly of God Chureh. He
has just accepted the pastoral
position for the First
Assembly of God Church in
Raceland, Ky. The church is a
beautiful Churech located on
U.S. 23, Raceland, Ky. 41169.
Jim and the family reside in
the Church Parsonage, at 407
Carcline Rd., Raceland, Ky
41188, phone (808)836-2487.

Jim and Ann our prayer is that
God will bless you with a
successful ministry at
Raceland.

pHssdsEs

Wells Family members mark
vourr calendars for
September i and 2 for our
REUNION and we will be
looking forward te seeing
vou there!!

P.S. This will be the 1last
Newsletter until after the
Reunion. ..
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